
Online Courses for Faculty 

Since 2007, Academic and Student Affairs has offered one full-length, non-credit course, Philosophy of Community 

and Technical College Education, at the system office D2L site. We are happy to announce that the course has 

been updated for 2012, and that two new online full-length courses are also available. Quality Online Teaching 

and University and College Teaching were both developed for delivery within Desire2Learn. The new courses are 

available now and can be downloaded to your campus D2L environment. For more information, contact Lynda 

Milne at facdev@so.mnscu.edu or 651-201-1887. 

Preview:   Preview the three courses at http://mnsite.ims.mnscu.edu.  

Username: faculty.courses   

Password: guest2012 

Philosophy of Community and Technical College Education  
Description:   This non-credit introductory course focuses on the evolution, mission, and operating 

features of community and technical colleges. Topics include their missions, philosophies, programs 

and services, students and staff, administrative and governance 

structures, financing structures, and patterns of development. The 

course provides an overview of the organization and operation of 

community and technical colleges in Minnesota, reflecting their 

historical development, their current position in the world of 

postsecondary education, and prospects for the future. Readings 

provide foundational knowledge to support a faculty member’s role 

on his or her own community/technical college campus and within 

the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities. Course activities assist each faculty member in 

developing a personal philosophy of teaching and learning and in creating a professional 

development plan that reflects and supports that philosophy. 

This course is for:   The course is required of all probationary two-year-

college faculty in unlimited appointments to fulfill the teaching and 

learning competency component of the Minnesota State Colleges and 

University Board of Trustees Policy 3.2 College Faculty Credentialing and 

Procedure 3.32.1.  About 200 faculty take the course each year and give 

high ratings to the learning experience. 

Availability:   The 6-module course continues to be available (as it has since 

2007), as a self-paced, non-credit course at the system office D2L site (http://mnsite.ims.mnscu.edu). 

Registration and full information: http://facultycourses.mnscu.edu.  

Options:   During the 2012-13 academic year, discussions will begin regarding making the course 

available to campuses on institutional D2L sites, with or without faculty facilitation. 
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Quality Online Teaching 
Description:   The Quality Online Teaching course is the result of a collaborative 

development effort among faculty at several of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities, along 

with faculty and administrators in the system office and Minnesota Online. 

Teaching online requires mastery of a course management system, an 

understanding of online teaching skills, strategies, and best practices, 

and skills in using any additional software or Web-based tools. While 

many teaching strategies and skills from the face-to-face environment 

can be applied to online teaching, there are other online tools, 

techniques and pedagogies that should be used to enhance online 

student learning, and they are covered in this seven-module course. 

This course can be offered by a faculty facilitator, or as a self-paced 

independent study. It includes approximately five to ten hours of activities and resources per 

module. The course was intended to develop skills in alignment with five competency role categories 

adapted from the University of Illinois Online Network and adopted by the Minnesota Online Council.  

This course is for:   College and university faculty. It has been designed to serve the needs of faculty 

who are new to online teaching, but can also be used to refresh or enhance the skills of those with 

some experience. 

Availability:   The course can be imported for use on your local campus D2L site. The designated 

course administrator should send an email request to facdev@so.mnscu.edu to receive the course.  

Changes and Adaptation:   Course administrators may make changes to the course for delivery 

locally in any given semester, and may wish to suggest alterations to 

the master course which will be updated and available for download 

each semester.  

Feedback:   Once a year, course administrators will be asked to report 

on the numbers (although not the identities) of faculty participants 

who enrolled in the course and how much of the course they 

completed.  

BlendKit Course 
A related resource is the new free, open, online course from the University of Central Florida. 

BlendKit was developed by UCF and the American 

Association of State Colleges and Universities with 

support from the NextGeneration Learning Challenge. 

Facilitated by Dr. Kelvin Thompson and Dr. Linda Futch, BlendKit runs from September 24 – October 

29, 2012. Using the BlendKit course materials (i.e., readings from scholarly works pertaining to 

blended learning, document templates, and practical step-by-step “how-to” guides), BlendKit2012 

adds five weeks of facilitation in the form of regular email communications, weekly webinars with 

guest presenters, and blogging/social networking interaction opportunities. 

http://blended.online.ucf.edu/blendkit-course/ 
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University and College Teaching 
Description:   University and College Teaching is the result of a collaborative development effort 

among faculty and educational developers in the United States and United Kingdom. Minnesota State 

Colleges and Universities was one of 15 institutional sponsors of the course, created by Marilla 

Svinicki (US editor, University of Texas) and a team of leading faculty experts including Nancy Chism 

(Indiana University), Barbara Gross Davis (University of California, Berkeley), Graham Gibbs 

(University of Oxford), David Jaques (City University of London), Sally 

Kuhlenschmidt (Western Kentucky University), Vicky Lewis (Open 

University), Ed Peile (University of Warwick), Rhona Sharpe (Oxford 

Brookes University), and Mike Theall  (Youngstown State University). 

The course is designed to provide full- and part-time college and university instructors with the key 

skills they need to plan and deliver engaging and innovative courses for their students. University and 

College Teaching pools the experience and knowledge of leading educators with combined decades 

of experience of training college teachers.  

This course can be offered by a faculty facilitator, or as a self-paced independent study. Its nine units 

consist of over 30 hours of content and 180 hours of associated development activities. Included is 

a 100-page Supplement for course leaders or facilitators that offers activity and assignment ideas.  

This course is for:   Newly hired college and university faculty throughout the system. It has been 

designed to serve the needs of those brand-new to teaching, but can also be used to refresh or 

enhance the skills of those with some experience. Faculty in nursing and allied health programs will 

be particularly interested in Unit 9, “Teaching with Patients.” 

Availability:   The course can be imported for use on your local campus D2L site. The designated 

course administrator should send an email request to facdev@so.mnscu.edu to receive the course. 

Your request must indicate a realistic estimate of the number of enrollments you need to 

accommodate in 2012-2013. License agreements limit the course to 600 faculty end-users per year 

systemwide. Allocations will be available on a first-come, first-served basis in the fall, with possible 

adjustments in spring semester. 

Changes and Adaptation:   Course administrators may make changes to the course for delivery locally 

in any given semester, and may wish to suggest alterations to the master course which will be 

updated and available for download each semester.  

Reporting:   At the end of each semester, due to license agreements, 

course administrators will be asked to report the numbers (although not 

the identities) of faculty participants who enrolled in the course and how 

much of the course they completed. 
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