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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
DATE:   July 10, 2013 
 

TO:  Presidents 
  Chief Academic Officers 
  Chief Student Academic Officers  
 

FROM:  John O’Brien, Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs 

                           
SUBJECT: Application Fee Waivers during College Knowledge Month - October, 2013 
 
 

The steering committee for what was formerly Minnesota College Application Week has decided to 
make a significant change to this event.  This year, October will be designated as College Knowledge 
Month.  The idea behind this change was to shift the focus from simply submitting a college 
application to promoting college awareness and college readiness.  High schools will be encouraged to 
provide a variety of activities for their students to get them to start thinking about college and careers 
during this month.  Information about College Knowledge Month is available at: 
 

http://www.getready.state.mn.us/mPg.cfm?pageID=1972&1534-
D83A_1933715A=0ffb6711d4b7bbada0751711b9fc75cc521154e6 
 

Students will still be encouraged to submit a college application during this month.  During the past 
two years, most MnSCU colleges and universities have waived the application fee for all students who 
applied during College Application Week. Because of the change in timeframe for the event, college 
and university admissions directors have suggested different approaches to waiving the application 
fee.  The four primary approaches brought forward by directors are:  
 

1. Some universities and colleges prefer to waive the fee for all students who apply during the 
last week of October. 

2. Some other colleges and universities prefer to use a promo code on the online application to 
provide a waiver to low-income students.  The promo code will be operational during the last 
week in October.  The College Knowledge Month website will direct high school counselors to 
contact the college to which a student is applying in order to obtain the code, and counselors 
will be asked to limit the code to low-income students only.  The promo code will not be 
published on a public website.   

3. A few colleges and universities have indicated that they will use the NACAC waiver form 
instead of the promo code.  

4. A few colleges and universities will not waive the fee for any students.    
 

 

The College Knowledge Month website will have a matrix showing the waiver options available at each 
college and university, similar to what was done last year.  
 

http://www.mncollegeaccess.org/sites/b862decd-72ee-44b5-80f8-
4f0ac42e8716/uploads/13_List_of_Participating_Minnesota_Colleges_and_Universities_revisedOct25.
pdf. 
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Before moving forward on this, I think it is important to ensure that each college and university 
president is aware of the fee waiver recommendation that is being proposed by their admission  
director.  Please consult with your admission director and your vice president to determine whether 
the option favored by your director is appropriate for your institution. It might also be prudent to 
consider whether we as a system want to have different colleges and universities offering greatly 
varying fee waiver options, or whether we want to move forward with all MnSCU institutions waiving 
the fee (or not) in the same fashion.   
 
 
C:  Tim Price 
 Mike López 
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