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Great Lakes Takes Bold Step to Close College Readiness Gap for More High School Students 
New Two-Year Grants of up to $600,000 Available for Established Programs to Accelerate 

Improvements in Math and English 
 

Madison, Wis.—New findings from ACT highlight the sobering reality that college preparation 
requirements for struggling students from low-income families and students of color are far greater than 
previously realized. ACT reports that eighth grade students who score below—or even at—college 
readiness benchmarks have a slim chance of being prepared for college-level work by the time they 
graduate high school. The reason: achievement gaps for these students tend to widen each year, putting 
average and underperforming students years behind their peers. Without additional help, only one in five 
of these students will succeed in meeting English benchmarks, and just one in 10 will meet math 
benchmarks in time for college. 
 
“The daunting statistics from ACT reveal the challenge of preparing at-risk students for college is even 
greater than perhaps we want to believe,” said Amy Kerwin, vice president of Community Investments 
at Great Lakes Higher Education Guaranty Corporation. “We need to start our academic interventions 
earlier and continue them longer. By expanding our College Ready program from a one-year to a two-
year grant, we hope to move greater numbers of disadvantaged students closer to achieving college-ready 
benchmarks.” 
 
Great Lakes wants to determine the winning combination of the right interventions for the right students, 
using the right instructors, and leveraging the right relationships. This grant will fund established 
programs ready to scale up their efforts to make a bigger impact by increasing achievement scores in 
English and math for juniors and seniors who have the most to gain from higher education. 
 
“Our College Ready grant expands support for high school students who are within striking distance of 
meeting college readiness standards,” said Richard D. George, president and chief executive officer of 
Great Lakes. “By providing extra instruction over a sufficient period of time, we can get these students 
measurably closer to reaching the standards by graduation, and ultimately prepare them to pass college-
level courses.” 
 
College Ready grants are open to colleges, college foundations, and community-based organizations in 
Iowa, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin that can rise to the challenge of this dire situation. Grants of up to 
$600,000 each are available, starting in May 2015. Applicants must demonstrate: 
 

• Strong evidence supporting program design, signifying how curriculum and instruction will 
increase the numbers of students meeting or approaching college readiness benchmarks. 

• The ability to promptly identify students so they have adequate instructional time. 
• Instructors with the academic qualifications to increase students’ knowledge and skills in math 

and English subject matters. 
• The capacity to serve a significant number of students and keep them in the program continuously 

for two years. 
 
Visit community.mygreatlakes.org for an application, due November 12, 2014. 

 

https://community.mygreatlakes.org/
https://community.mygreatlakes.org/web/community/grants/college-ready-grant.html
https://community.mygreatlakes.org/


 
###  

 
About Great Lakes: Dedicated to making college education a reality since 1967. 
Knowing that education has the power to change lives for the better, Great Lakes Higher Education 
Corporation & Affiliates was established as a nonprofit group focused on a single objective: helping 
students nationwide prepare for and succeed in post-secondary education and student loan repayment. As 
a leading student loan guarantor and servicer, we have been selected by the U.S. Department of Education 
to provide assistance and repayment planning to nearly 9 million borrowers – as well as assistance to 
colleges and lenders nationwide. Our group’s earnings support one of the largest and most respected 
educational philanthropy programs in the country. Since 2006, we have committed nearly $125 million in 
grant funding to promote higher education access and completion for students of color, low income 
students, and first-generation students. For additional information, visit home.mygreatlakes.org. 


