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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
DATE:   September 23, 2014 
 
TO:   Chief Academic Officers 

Chief Student Affairs Officers 
 

FROM:  John O’Brien, Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs 

                            
SUBJECT:  Action Required: Submit your College and University Teams for the Pathways to   

Postsecondary 2.0 Summits and the Adult Pathways to Postsecondary Forums 
 
Last year MnSCU partnered with the Minnesota Department of Education and crossed the 
state in December and January to host summits engaging secondary and postsecondary 
teams, deepening the common understandings of newly-enacted legislation and exploring 
opportunities for new or expanded partnerships between educational systems that will better 
prepare our continuum of learners to be career and college-ready.  
 
Again this year, in partnership with the Carl Perkins grant, we are offering two sets of summits 
around the state. Pathways to Postsecondary 2.0 is focused on our partnerships with highs 
schools in supporting students to be college and career ready and in providing early college 
credit opportunities.  The Adult Pathways to Postsecondary Forums will concentrate on our 
collaborative efforts with Adult Basic Education (ABE) to serve adult learners in career 
pathways.  Recommended team size is 5-8 members. Please review both attached invitations 
to identify the appropriate team members to attend each event based on your local structure 
and programming.  I am urging you to design and register a team from your college or 
university to participate in both the Pathways to Postsecondary 2.0 and the Adult Pathways 
to Postsecondary Forums.   
 
New at the Pathways to Postsecondary 2.0 this year:  
 

• Teams are asked to include at least one business/industry partner, workforce partner, 
and/or community-based organization. There will be a business panel at each event to 
share information about workforce needs and their important role in developing 
pathways for students to sustainable employment and careers. 
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• Karen Solinski and Sunil Ahuja from the Higher Learning Commission will be providing 
information about the 2012 HLC’s dual credit study and the guidelines for dual credit 
programs that were developed as a result of this study.  They will share their insights 
and clarify what the implications are for our K12 partnerships.  They will address issues 
such as credentialing and qualifications, student access to learning resources, and 
other elements of quality assurance for dual credit programs.   
 

• Joel Vargas from Jobs for the Future will be providing a national context to our work, 
sharing about Early College models from other states, and discussing the importance 
of early college credit programming for students historically underrepresented in 
higher education.  His presentation will be pre-recorded with facilitated discussions.  
He will be present in-person at the last summit on February 6th at Dakota County 
Technical College. 
 

• Engaging breakout sessions on a broad range of topics within the scope of this work.  
 
The Adult Pathways to Postsecondary Forum will provide participants with:  
 

• An overview of the work between developmental education, ABE, and Career 
Technical Education (CTE). 
 

• Updated information on legislation and policy that impacts both partners, such as 
changes in assessment, targeted intervention, ability-to-benefit, financial aid 
compliance, standard adult diploma, and Workforce Innovation and Opportunities Act 
(WIOA). 
 

• A showcase of promising ABE/postsecondary partnership models and practices models 
serving low-income, first generation college students, students of color, and English 
language learners. 
 

• Facilitated time for groups to explore, design, and customize opportunities to improve 
partnerships and programs for students. 

 
Thank you.  
 
 
c:  Steven Rosenstone, Chancellor 
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https://www.ncahlc.org/Pathways/dual-credit-programs-and-courses.html
http://www.jff.org/about-us/staff/joel-vargas

