
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: CAOs, Deans, World Languages Faculty 
 
C: Todd Harmening, Kevin Lindstrom, Damon Kapke, Jim Grabowska, Tom Hergert, 

Maythee Kantar, Robert McMaster, and Ursula Lentz 

FROM: Lynda Milne, Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs  
 
DATE: September 4, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: SAVE THE DATE - October 3 Meeting on World Languages Legislation 
 
I’m writing in follow-up to the August 11 teleconference (recording available) for world 
languages faculty and administrators on the world language competencies legislation (H.F. 
2397, Ch. 272, Article 1, Sec. 3). Next steps agreed upon are outlined below; they include a 
meeting now scheduled for October 3. 
 
A reminder that the statute’s Article 1, Sec. 42 requires MnSCU and the Minnesota 
Department of Education to submit a report in February 2015 after consulting with world 
language faculty at the University of Minnesota and MnSCU to determine credit and course 
equivalencies for K-12 students’ awarded world language proficiency certificates and seals.  
 
A meeting of world language faculty and deans will take place on Friday, October 3, 9:30 a.m. 
– 2:30 p.m. in room P0806 in the Normandale Community College Partnership Center. The 
following are items in preparation for this meeting.  

1. Register participants by September 23 - Each institution interested in participating 
in the October 3 meeting is asked to identify and coordinate a team of up to six 
members (at least one dean and from one to five faculty members), and register 
participants by Sep 23 using this online form.  

2. Send information on your current approaches to assessing proficiency – To support 
the meeting discussion, each institution is asked to share information (e.g., links to 
policies and procedures) on their current approach to assessment for credit of 
language proficiency. Please send by Sep 17 to Todd.Harmening@so.mnscu.edu   

3. Materials packet available by September 22 - A packet of information is under 
development and will be emailed to all by Sep 22 as context for the October 3 
discussion, including responses to questions raised by faculty and staff during the 
August 11 meeting. 

    3 0  7 T H  S T .  E . ,  S U I T E  3 5 0  
S T .  P A U L ,  M N  5 5 1 0 1 - 7 8 0 4  

 p h   6 5 1 . 2 0 1 . 1 8 0 0  
w w w . m n s c u . e d u  

 

 

https://mnscu.webex.com/mnscu/lsr.php?RCID=cb28206321984dbca83c609d48272061
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=272&year=2014&type=0#laws.1.3.0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=272&year=2014&type=0#laws.1.3.0
https://mnscu.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_8CeVlB61n1W1dm5
mailto:Todd.Harmening@so.mnscu.edu
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4. Meeting agenda - The proposed topics for the October 3 discussion include: 
 Discussion of legislative intent, to define the scope of the review. 
 Process for faculty review of the K-12 student language certification 
 Initial conversation and next steps for determining credit and course 

equivalencies for each seal or certificate  
 Initial areas of recommendation to the Legislature  
 Next steps for development and review of the report 

Thank you. Please contact me or Todd Harmening if you have questions or suggestions for 
the agenda. I look forward to the conversations. 

 
 
 
__________________________________ 
 
SEC. 42.  REVIEW OF WORLD LANGUAGE COMPETENCIES.  

The commissioner of education and the Minnesota State Colleges and 
Universities (MnSCU) chancellor, after consulting with the world language faculty at 
the University of Minnesota and MnSCU, must review the specific competencies a K-
12 student masters in attaining a state bilingual seal, multilingual seal, Minnesota 
World Language Proficiency Certificate, or Minnesota World Language Proficiency 
High Achievement Certificate under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.22, subdivisions 
1a and 1b  and determine credit and course equivalencies for each seal or certificate. 
The commissioner and the chancellor, or their designees, must report findings, 
determinations, and any recommendations to the education policy and finance 
committees of the legislature by February 15, 2015.  
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