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MHTA will honor Minnesota’s top technology companies and individuals at the Nov.13 awards ceremony 
 
Minneapolis, Minn.—The Minnesota High Tech Association (MHTA) has named Minneapolis Community and 
Technical College (MCTC) Biotechnology Program as a finalist in the Workforce Development category of the 
2014 Tekne Awards, which will be held at the Minneapolis Convention Center on Thursday, Nov. 13. The 
Tekne Awards honor Minnesota companies and individuals who have shown superior technology innovation 
and leadership.  
 
MCTC received this recognition for its two-year associate degree program in biotechnology. Developed in 
consultation with industry and academic partners, the program meets the entry-level workforce needs of 
Minnesota’s various life science and chemistry oriented industries, and transfers to baccalaureate majors in 
multiple fields leading to wider career paths. The program serves a diverse urban population including 
underrepresented, non-traditional, first-generation and low-income students.   

 
In addition to meeting the transferability to baccalaureate majors, the program provides experiences in good 
laboratory practices, research methods, math applications in scientific labs, various lab techniques and 
instrumentation, cleanroom aspects, documentation and OSHA regulations. Soft-skills including critical 
thinking, problem solving, communication, team work, etc. are emphasized and assessed. Students also learn 
the importance of FDA regulations (GLP, GCP, GTP, QSR, cGMP, QA/QC) and ISO standards, stages of 
product development, quality, safety and efficacy aspects, and are well-prepared for entry into the workforce.  
 
“The holistic program has a rigorous science curriculum with advance level courses and research experiences, 
responsive to the community, industry and academic needs, and is very interdisciplinary serving not only 
biotechnology students but other science majors as well” said Rekha Ganaganur, the program lead faculty. 

Minnesota's scientific industry and higher education institutions including the University of Minnesota and 
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU) have contributed to making the program robust by 
establishing a wide range of partnerships, transfer of courses, and providing equipment, internships, jobs, 
scholarships and research opportunities. Partnerships also include LifeScience Alley, Mayo Clinic, and national 
centers of bioscience such as the Bio-Link and the Dolan DNA Learning Center, Cold Spring Harbor labs. 



MCTC’s biotechnology program graduates with GPA of 3.5 or higher are guaranteed admissions by the College 
of Biological Sciences (CBS) at the University of Minnesota.   

“It is an honor to be included among the finalists for the 2014 Tekne Award,” said MCTC Dean of Math and 
Science Chuck Paulson. “The MCTC Biotechnology program is very unique, having been developed to meet 
industry needs in a variety of high tech areas. The students who complete this program are extremely well-
prepared for careers in cutting-edge fields, and also for continued study at universities.” 
 
Presented by the MHTA, the Tekne Awards annually recognize Minnesota’s best and brightest technology users 
and developers in innovation, development, education, commercialization and management. A full list of 
finalists is available online at http://www.tekneawards.org. 
 
“The Tekne Awards recognize those whose leadership and dedication to technological development helps 
demonstrate Minnesota as a global leader in technology,” said Margaret Anderson Kelliher, president of MHTA 
“This year’s finalists should be extremely proud of their role in advancing the science and technology sector in 
Minnesota.” 
 
Recipients of the 2014 Tekne Awards will be announced at the award ceremony on November 13. The event 
will begin with a VIP reception at 4:30 p.m., followed by general registration and reception at 5 p.m., dinner at 
6 p.m., and the awards ceremony at 7 p.m. The event will be emceed by Paul Douglas, author, entrepreneur and 
meteorologist. 
 
To register for the 2014 Tekne Awards ceremony, visit http://www.mhta.org/event/tekne-awards or contact 
Angela McLaughlin at angelam@mhta.org.   
 
About Minneapolis Community and Technical College (MCTC) 
MCTC is a member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System, and offers students more than 
130 liberal arts, career and technical programs designed to prepare them for good jobs in high-demand 
professions or transfer to a four‐year college or university. Located in the heart of downtown Minneapolis, 
MCTC enrolls around 11,000 students annually in credit and non-credit programs.  
 
About Minnesota High Tech Association (MHTA) 
MHTA is an innovation and technology association united in fueling Minnesota’s prosperity. We help bring 
together the people of Minnesota’s technology ecosystem and lead the charge in directing technology issues to 
Minnesota’s state capitol. MHTA is the only membership organization that represents Minnesota’s entire 
technology-based economy. MHTA members include organizations of every size − involved in virtually every 
aspect of technology creation, production, application and education in Minnesota. Find out more online at 
http://www.mhta.org or follow MHTA on Twitter at http://twitter.com/MHTA. 
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