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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
DATE:  April 15, 2015 
 
TO:  Chief Academic Officers 
  Chief Student Affairs Officers 
  Deans 
 
FROM:  John O’Brien, Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

   
SUBJECT: Announcement of Grant Awardees for Educational Summits for 

Developmental Education 
 
In January 2015, MnSCU Academic and Student Affairs invited all MnSCU institutions to 
submit proposals to receive a grant of up to $10,000 per proposal for regional educational 
summits for developmental education.  
 
MnSCU ASA sponsored three grants for a total of $30,000, and it is my pleasure to 
announce the institutional collaborations that received a grant to host an educational 
summit for developmental education.  
 

 Rochester Community and Technical College, in collaboration with Riverland 

Community and Technical College and Minnesota State College–Southeast Technical 

College, is providing a summit focused on improving reading and comprehension 

skills. This summit will help faculty, staff, and administrators improve student reading 

strategies across the curriculum. Currently, RCTC English and reading departments 

already work closely to align curriculum for developmental students. The summit 

seeks to expand these efforts into other academic disciplines while also enhancing the 

instruction of reading and English. The overall goals of the summit are (1) to continue 

dialogue and interdisciplinary work between developmental reading, developmental 

English, and all disciplines that enhance students’ academic literacy skills/reading 

strategies and methods, and (2) to begin and/or continue collaborative relationships 

with local Area Learning Centers (ALC) and/or Adult Basic Education (ABE) programs 

regarding common academic efforts to support students transitioning into the MnSCU 

system.  This summit will be held on Friday, April 24, 2015, from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

at RCTC.  Contact Judy Shultz at judy.shultz@rctc.edu for more information.  
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 St. Cloud State University, in collaboration with Minnesota State University–
Moorhead, Minnesota State University–Mankato, and Anoka Ramsey Community 
College, is providing the opportunity for collaborative discussions among the faculty, 
staff and administrators involved in developmental math programs at MnSCU 
institutions in an attempt to (1) improve course design and program development and 
(2) implement best practices to improve outcomes for developmental math students. 
This developmental math conference will offer five discussion sessions to interested 
faculty, staff and administrators involved with developmental math programs at MnSCU 
institutions. Topics will include improving student success and retention rates; using 
technology to enhance student learning; the role of student support services in 
developing math learners; interventions to improve students’ math skills before they 
enroll in college to minimize the need for developmental math; and contextualizing 
basic math concepts with occupational or college-content coursework. This summit will 
be held in early fall 2015.  Contact Stephanie Houdek at sjhoudek@stcloudstate.edu for 
more information.  

 

 Normandale Community College, in collaboration with Century College, Dakota 

County Technical College, Inver Hills Community College, Minneapolis Community 

and Technical College, is providing a day-long summit on developmental education 

focused on highlighting best practices both nationally and locally. The summit will be 

action-oriented with a significant portion of the day dedicated to providing each 

implementation team with a planning session facilitated by compression planning 

facilitators. Teams will then identify key issues they wish to address at their 

institutions and will develop detailed communication and action plans tailored to their 

college’s needs. The summit will include a keynote presentation from Dr. Hunter 

Boylen and provide each institution time to share best practices. This summit will be 

held in early fall 2015.  Contact Julie Guelich at julie.guelich@normandale.edu for 

more information.  

More information about each of the educational summits will be communicated from the 
hosting college or university, as well as through the MnSCU ASA Newsletter. 
Please join me in congratulating these collaborating MnSCU institutions and their 
collective commitment to improving the success of our students in developmental 
education.  
 

c:  Jim Grabowska, Inter Faculty Organization (IFO) 
     Kevin Lindstrom, Minnesota State College Faculty (MSCF) 
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