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142 Kilometers for $142 Million 

A Walk to the Capitol 
 
 

MANKATO, Minn. – The Minnesota State Student Association (MSSA), the student 
government for Minnesota State University, Mankato, is taking a walk to the State 
Capitol from Mankato to advocate for a $142 million appropriation from Sunday, 
May 10 until Wednesday, May 13th and plan on arriving at the capitol around 2:00 
pm. 
 
Gov. Mark Dayton has proposed the $142 million appropriation for the MnSCU 
system. The overall reasoning for this lobbying effort is to keep college tuition 
affordable for all students, while covering the cost of inflation.  There are 10 
Minnesota State Mankato students participating in this walk. It will take them four 
days to reach the steps of the State Capitol from the university.  
 
“The overall reasoning for this lobbying effort is to keep college tuition affordable 
for all students,” said Joe Wolf, immediate past vice president of MSSA and newly 
elected vice chair of the statewide Minnesota State University Student Association 
(MSUSA). “It will take the 10 Minnesota State Mankato students participating in this 
walk four days to reach the steps of the State Capitol from the university.” 
 
The students will be walking nine hours each day, with each student traveling 
approximately 30 miles. When they arrive at the Capitol, the students will urge 
legislators to vote for the $142 million appropriation. 
 
The group will start their trek from campus on Sunday, May 10, at 8:30 a.m. Each 
day the students expect to cover 30 miles during their nine-hour hikes. The route 
will include stops at Waterville, Northfield, and Eagan before their planned arrival at 
the Capitol steps at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, May 13. 
 
These students’ effort has the potential to affect more than 70,000 students who 
attend MnSCU universities. These universities include Winona State University, 
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Minnesota State University, Mankato, Southwest Minnesota State University, Saint 
Cloud State University, Metropolitan State University, Bemidji State University and 
Minnesota State University Moorhead.  
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