
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Self Assessment of Discussions

This session will focus on the theoretical concepts and practical 
essentials faculty can use to implement student self-grading 
of their own online discussions. Andragogy and other adult 
learning premises serve as an underpinnings for this innovation. 
An explicit rubric combined with the quizzing tool serves as a 
conduit for implementation of this grading method in the online 
course room. The presenter has successfully used the student 
discussion grading method with hundreds of learners for many 
semesters and will provide practical tips through this interactive 
presentation. Both anecdotal and study evidence support this 
assessment method.

Dr. Laura Schwarz - Assistant Professor  
Minnesota State University, Mankato 

Supporting Teaching and Learning Through Collaboration 
Special Interest Group Series

The Special Interest Group Instructional Technologies and Learning Spaces is an opportunity for Minnesota State Colleges and University schools 
to share and collaborate best practices that focus on teaching and learning and learning spaces. There will be free monthly webinars. For 
more information and latest webinars log onto: https://mnquality.eventbrite.com. If you have questions email Robin 
O’Callaghan at ROCallaghan@winona.edu.

Register for free at mnquality.eventbrite.com

Wednesday, Sept. 16 Noon to 1p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 23, 1 p.m. to 2p.m.

Increase Student Engagement with the D2L 
Brightspace Discussion Tool

In this workshop you will be introduced to three, easy to 
implement discussion techniques that can be used for online, 
blended or face-to-face courses. We will explore how to create a 
structured debate online and how your students can become the 
expert on the topic using the “Hot Seat” concept. We will also look 
at how you can incorporate the quiz tool with the discussion board 
to save you time when grading. All three techniques will allow you 
to create a lively and engaging conversation for your online or face-
to-face courses. 

Robin O’Callaghan - Senior Instructional Designer
Winona State University

Dr. Laura Schwarz is an Assistant Professor 
at Minnesota State University, Mankato 
where she teaches Nursing, primarily in the 
online RN-BS program of which she is also 
the coordinator. She has been an RN since 
1991, and a nurse educator since 1996. She 
has taught numerous online courses and 
has over many years of experience teaching 
online. Dr. Schwarz has made numerous 
presentations, publications, and awards in 
her career.

Robin O’Callaghan is currently a Senior 
Instructional Designer at Winona State 
University. She has more than ten years of 
F2F higher education teaching experience in 
broadcasting, public relations and social media. 
O’Callaghan also teaches online for WSU and the 
University of Florida. She specializes in online 
course design and is a Quality Matters peer-
reviewer and face-to-face trainer for MnSCU. 


