
Dear students, faculty and staff,  
 
Recent events on campuses across the country remind us of the ugliness of racism and intolerance and 
its painful impact on the lives of our students, faculty, and staff. Because we are not immune to racism 
here in Minnesota, today we stand together – as leaders of Minnesota’s state colleges and universities – 
to condemn racism and intolerance and reaffirm our commitment to our core value: our colleges and 
universities are places of hope and opportunity where everyone can create a better future for 
themselves, for their families, and for their communities. And when we say everyone, we really do mean 
everyone. 
 
The challenge for our nation and for our colleges and universities is how we, as a community, turn our 
core value into action and how we make absolutely certain that, on our campuses, hope defeats hate so 
that all Minnesotans fulfill their dreams for a better future.  
 
We cannot deny the existence of racism and intolerance or pretend we do not hear racist and hateful 
language. And we cannot stand indifferent in the face of this historical challenge to eliminate racism and 
intolerance in our communities. Although we have taken deliberate steps to better understand the 
subtle and not so subtle ways that racism is practiced and experienced so our campuses can be more 
diverse and welcoming and so all students can succeed, there is much more work to be done.  
 
When it comes to racism and intolerance, the way forward begins with a willingness to engage with 
each other with empathy and concern in what are sometimes difficult conversations. But, talking is not 
enough. We must listen – truly listen – to each other in a sincere effort to better understand our 
different perspectives and experiences. We must learn to build bridges across these differences. And, 
we absolutely must stand against racism and intolerance and work together with an abiding 
commitment to deliver solutions. 
 
We must use the events of the past few weeks to rededicate ourselves to listening better than ever 
before; acting with a greater sense of urgency than ever before; and working together better than ever 
before in a spirit of trust and generosity.  
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