
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  February 1, 2016 
 
TO:  Chief Academic Officers 
 
FROM:  Ron Anderson, Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs 

   
SUBJECT: Round 1 of Credit for Prior Learning Pilot Project 
 
In accordance with the FY16 Leadership Council work plan and recommendations of the 
Charting the Future Competency Certification/Credit for Prior Learning (CC-CPL) 
Implementation Team, I invite your college or university to consider joining Round 1 of 
the credit for prior learning pilot project. The CC-CPL Implementation Team 
recommended that we identify three rounds of work groups of MnSCU colleges and 
universities over the next three years to advance strategies and capacity for CC-CPL. 
 
FY16 Round 1 CPL Pilot will: 

• Apply and refine a CPL toolkit and online searchable resource site covering topics 
essential for consistency and implementation of CPL within the MnSCU system;  

• Identify college and university CPL subject matter experts (SME’s) including faculty 
evaluators, registrars, advisors, financial aid and student services staff;  

• Develop policy recommendations for the system regarding coding, transfer, price 
and compensation structure to provide consistency, cost-effectiveness and 
smooth transfer of credits; 

• Develop networks for CPL professional development opportunities through 
collaboration among MnSCU colleges and universities.   

 
FY17 and FY18 Round 2 and 3 CPL pilots will continue to work with Round 1 participants 
and SME’s to advance strategies and institutional capacity for CPL.  The Implementation 
team recommends that all MnSCU colleges and universities participate in a CPL pilot by 
FY18.   
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CC-CPL Implementation team recommendations that are in progress include the 
following: 
 

• An ASA CPL liaison team has been formed at the system office to facilitate the 
formation of the Round 1 CPL pilots and to develop a draft work plan. 

• The ASA liaison team reviewed the draft CPL toolkit and will begin development of 
an online repository with pilot members when they convene. 

 
 
Readiness Checklist for Round 1 Credit for Prior Learning Pilot 
 
Several colleges and universities have expressed readiness and interest in participating in 
the Round 1 pilot project.  In preparation for launching this first round of pilots, we would 
like to reconfirm interest and readiness with the following four criteria to participate in 
Round 1.  To that end, we are asking that all interested institutions briefly respond to the 
following four questions: 
 

1. Does your institution have policies and practices in place for credit for prior 
learning? 

2. Has your institution created an inventory and worked with faculty to develop CPL 
options for students? 

3. Does your institution commit to meet monthly (via WebEx) with other Round 1 
pilot institutions and the system office liaison team? 

4. Are you willing to mentor and assist colleges and universities in Round 2 and 
describe a few ways you would mentor or support another institution? 

 
If you are interested in participating in the Round 1 pilot, please send your responses to 
the four questions to Mary Rothchild (mary.rothchild@so.mnscu.edu) by February 12, 
2016.   
 
We hope to have all participating institutions identified and the Round 1 pilot project 
established and ready to convene by late February.  In the event your institution is not yet 
ready to participate in this pilot, future opportunities will include Round 2 pilots launching 
in fall 2016 and Round 3 launching in fall 2017.       
 
 
c: Mary Rothchild, Senior System Director 
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